
Holy Spirit Parish 
Social Justice Committee 

Minutes 
August 1, 2019 

 
Members Present:  Dave Baker, Pat Boylan, Karen Clifford, Jessica Enstad, Sr. Barb 
Knauf, Richard Hoffman, Harry Magee, Dcn. Rick Letto, Arlene Meyerhofer, Marilyn 
Slusarski, Jim Wiese, Bob Wolensky, and Susan Zach. 
 
Members Absent:  Mary Ann Krems, Carol Steltenpohl, Kathy Willkom 
 
Gathering: 
Meeting began at 6:30 pm with Deacon Rick leading the opening prayer and reviewing 
the agenda with members. 
 
Committee Structure: 
Deacon Rick introduced the Social Justice Vision Statement as presented on the 
backside of the Agenda (Appendix A, page 2).  Members accepted statement as 
presented. 
 
Arlene Meyerhofer volunteered to take minutes at meetings.  This, too, was accepted by 
members. 
 
Education on Social Justice:   
Article:  Social Justice: “Class II”, pp 1-3 
Deacon Rick proposed that we discuss only the Overview at this meeting.  Karen Clifford 
read the Overview. 
The following points were discussed: 
--the definition and role of politics in church circles; (Dave Baker) 
--“Laudato Si”(On Care for our Common Home), the encyclical by Pope Francis, notes 
that the environmental crisis affects all other areas of social justice; (Bob Wolensky) 
-- consideration that one intentional small group study be formed to study Laudato Si; 
(this would need to be coordinated with other small groups within the parish); (Dcn. 
Rick) 
-- and a suggestion to review the forward to one translation of Laudato Si written by 
Naomi Oreskus. (Bob Wolensky) 
 
While no assignment was given at this meeting, it was mentioned that further discussion 
of “Class II” would continue, and our committee would also read and discuss Laudato Si 
in the future. 
 
Social Justice Committee:  Activities 



 
Respond to the Spirit:  Write Ups:  Review Current and Future Activities (Appendices 1-3) 
Deacon Rick informed us that on September 28-29 all parishioners will be invited to 
indicate how they will share their time, talents, and treasures with Holy Spirit parish.  
Each one will be given a list of activities for which they can sign up.  Social Justice 
committee members were given a list of present and proposed activities. If a yellow 
activity was listed without a description, the social justice member involved in that 
activity(ies) was asked to submit a two-sentence description of that activity.  This 
description will be included on the sign up sheet of activities. A new proposed activity, 
mentoring at the Berard Boys and Girls Club, was also placed on the list for future 
consideration. 
 
Harry Magee submitted a list of specific set of useful skills/competencies/projects that 
Holy Spirit Parish could use.  Followed by a discussion, it was recommended that this list 
be submitted to Parish Council and Parish Staff for possible use during Sept. 28-29 
Respond to the Spirit Days. (Appendix C) 
 
New Activities 
 
Environmental Justice: 
Arlene Meyerhofer had previously recommended that Nancy Turyk of the UW-Extension 
program come to Holy Spirit to speak to members and children over the age of 11 about 
what personally each one could do to build more environmentally sustainable lives.  
Deacon Rick suggested that she come first to speak to the SJ committee and then 
determine when (and if) she could return to speak to members of the parish-at-large. 
It was suggested that Arlene contact her to speak at the October Social Justice 
Committee meeting.  Group agreed with that idea. 
 
Franciscans Downtown: 
Fr. Placid Stroik has requested that he could speak to the SJ Committee at the 
September meeting (September 5) to share his vision of Franciscans Downtown.  That, 
too, was agreed upon. 
 
Announcements: 
Fr. Max from Haiti will be here from Oct. 4-11. 
Next meeting:  Thursday, September 5, 6:30 PM. 
 
Meeting Ended:  8:10 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Arlene Meyerhofer  
 


